viu                     PREFACE

come from a residence in Egypt extending over a
generation of years, and from a friendly acquaintance
with Egyptians of all ranks and callings. Service in
the three ministries of War, Interior, and Finance
have permitted me to appreciate the difficulties of
Cromer, Gorst, Kitchener and their trusted advisers,
and five years of duty with the British Forces to
comprehend the embarrassments incidental to a
military administration.

' What is truth ?' said jesting Pilate, and would not
stay for an answer. And in the course of writing
Egypt and the Army I have frequently asked myself
that question. Yet if I have not always succeeded in
discovering the truth, at least the failure is not due
to lack of searching for it or desire to conceal it.
Prejudice and inclination I have striven to banish
from my mind, and sympathy with errors of judge-
ment has replaced them. Thus of praise and of
blame I have been as sparing as circumstances would
permit, recognizing that posterity alone is competent
to judge.
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